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1 Introduction
In September 2012, the City of Cape Town Parks Department entered into a Co-operative Agreement
with the Oranjezicht City Farm (OZCF) for the use of the disused bowling green near the corner of
Upper Orange Street and Sidmouth Avenue (a portion of Erf 858) to establish a community
vegetable garden.
The goals of the project include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serve as an educational resource on small scale organic food production for City Bowl area
residents
Increase access to nutritious fresh vegetables for the community
Increase the number of organic gardeners in the City Bowl, leading to more outdoor
activities and healthier lifestyles
Build capacity and skills of youth and adults seeking work in urban food production
Promote connections and foster relationships between and among individuals, garden
communities, and NPOs
Improve unused or under-utilised public green space in the City Bowl, preserving and
protecting undeveloped land

As part of the Co-operative Agreement, OZCF prepares annually a report on “details of the
contribution of the project towards education, the upkeep of Homestead Park, employment,
distribution of vegetables and any other information that the City may require.” This document has
been prepared to fulfil this obligation.

2 Education
2.1 School visits
Structured educational programmes were provided to groups
of learners of varying ages.
2015

2014

Visits

44

31

Learners

1018

1017

Schools

26

23
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2.2 Tours
Guided tours were provided to groups
of visitors to the farm.
2015

2014

Tours

26

58

Visitors

411

954

2.3 Workshops
Training workshops were provided at no cost to farmers active in the Streetscapes project run by the
NGO Khulisa. These farmers are homeless residents of the City Bowl participating in Khulisa’s
support programmes and acquiring skills to help them get off the streets and support themselves.

2.4 Other
OZCF hosted six international interns in 2015 from 3 countries as part of their studies toward various
university and post-graduate degrees.
OZCF education volunteers made regular visits to two local schools during 2015, weekly
environmental education lessons at Stepping Stones Montessori pre-primary school (private), and
termly visits to Grade 1 classes working on the Life Skills curriculum at Good Hope Seminary Junior
School (public). A sponsored visit by the Good Hope learners to OZCF was also organised.

OZCF Annual Review 2015

3

OZCF volunteers started work on a nutrition booklet aimed at primary school-age learners. This is
being tested with visiting school groups and the content refined. We anticipate it being completed
and available to give out to learners in 2016.

3 Upkeep
Since the market was denied permission by the City to make use of Homestead Park in November
2014, no funds have been collected from market traders to go toward maintenance and
improvements for the park as had been the case in previous years. In 2015 OZCF made minimal use
of the park other than for the farmers to access the barn (leased by the City to the Scouts and used
by OZCF through an agreement with them) and crossing the park to access the farm itself.
Farmers and volunteers continue to monitor the park for dumped rubbish, vandalism, overnight
sleeping and vagrants, and to do basic pick up of stray rubbish, etc.

4 Employment
OZCF currently employs 3 farmers full-time, a part-time farm manager and a part-time general
manager. The Market also employs a manager, assistant manager and 10 part-time market
assistants and labourers.
The Market also purchases from over 25 other local micro- and smallholder farms located in and
around Cape Town. Over 50 traders with nearly 200 employees are supported at the Market with
~2500 visitors per Saturday market day being common as of December 2015.
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5 Distribution of Vegetables
5.1 Market sales
The OZCF Market was forced to relocate in November 2014 and operated on the grounds of the WC
premier’s residence (Leeuwenhof) until June 2015. The Market relocated in June to a section of the
V&A Waterfront in Granger Bay near the power boat club. The Market sells whatever the Farm has
available.

5.2 Pick-your-own
The community is welcomed to pick their own harvest at OZCF on the first Wednesday of every
month, and to make a donation for what they pick.
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5.3 Vegbox
OZCF launched a Vegbox service in July, marketing and selling boxes
prepared by the Khayelitsha NGO Abalimi Bezekhaya’s Harvest of Hope
team and topped up with items from OZCF market traders (e.g., eggs,
fruit) and an item from OZCF (e.g., herbs, edible flowers). Vegboxes are
available by pre-order only, paid three months at a time in advance.
Subscribers collect their boxes from OZCF on Wednesday afternoons.
This saw R87 166 paid to Abalimi in 2015 to purchase vegetables grown
by their township farmers. In addition, veg boxes not collected by
subscribers were donated to the Service Dining Rooms (primarily
feeding homeless residents of the City Bowl). 984 food items were
donated with a total value of R14 760.
Vegboxes include a sheet of information about one ingredient each
week as well as a recipe that features the same ingredient.

5.4 Donations
Substantial numbers of seedlings grown at OZCF have been donated during 2015 to a range of food
gardening projects across Cape Town.

6 Other
OZCF farmers and volunteers completed NQF Level 4 training in organic farming at the Sustainability
Institute, sponsored by the Western Cape Government Department of Agriculture.
Following the training, OZCF volunteer Rachel Harvey spearheaded the setup of the Streetscapes
urban farming projects on Roeland Street (next to Fruit and Veg City) and on the grounds of
Trafalgar High School (in District Six). These are projects of the NGO Khulisa, and are part of a
package of support programmes and services provided to homeless residents of Cape Town.
OZCF’s sister organisation, the SA Urban Food & Farming Trust, secured grants to help with the
establishment of other community food gardens in disadvantaged communities in Cape Town. The
founding Directors of the OZCF NPC are the founding Trustees.
2015 was OZCF’s first full year as a Non-Profit Company and added four new directors (2 nonexecutive with non-executive chair) bringing the total to eight.
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